

Succession of Virginie LeFort
AI Extracted Content

This probate court packet chronicles the legal management and eventual liquidation of the Estate of Virginie Lefort in St. Landry Parish, Louisiana during 1869 and 1870.
Following her death, her surviving husband, Octave Richard, petition the court to settle their community property and establish guardianship for their minor children. The packet consists of oaths, property inventories, family meeting records, and public auction receipts.

📋 Overview of Core Entities
· The Deceased: Virginie Lefort (wife of Octave Richard).
· Surviving Husband / Natural Tutor (Guardian): Octave Richard.
· Under-Tutor (Co-guardian/Overseer):
Joseph O. Richard.
· Parish Judge: Honorable A. Garrigues.
· Parish Recorder / Notary: Yves D'Avy.
· Attorneys: B. A. Martel & Hudspeth.
· The 6 Minor Children (Heirs): Marie Octavie, François, Marie Ovina, Marie Uméa, Marie Louisiana, and Marie Lucia Richard.
(Note: The petition mentions Virginie left seven total heirs, but only six were minors at the time of filing).

⏱️ Chronological Summary of Legal Steps
1. Appointment of Guardianship (February 18, 1869):
Octave Richard is sworn in as the "Natural Tutor" to his six minor children. Joseph O. Richard is simultaneously sworn in as the "Under Tutor" to protect the children's financial interests.
2. Order for Property Inventory (February 18, 1869):
Judge Garrigues orders Parish Recorder Yves D'Avy to compile an official estimation of all community property owned by Octave and the late Virginie.
3. The Family Meeting (February 18, 1869):
A formal "Family Meeting" (Assemblé de famille) is convened with close relatives—Cyrille Richard, Manuel Domingue, Olin Lavergne, Alphonse Domingue, and Cyrille Richard fils (Jr.). Because the property is shared between Octave and his children, they unanimously agree that selling the estate's items and land is in the minors' best financial interest. They structure the payment terms: cash upfront for movable items, and a structured credit payment plan for land purchases.
4. First Public Auction (March 1 & 5, 1869):
Octave Richard conducts a public cash auction at their home in Plaquemine Brûlée, selling off farm animals, crops, tools, and household items.
5. Petition to Delay & Sell Land (September 7, 1869):
Octave submits a secondary petition stating that certain property was held back from the first sale because it wasn't the right financial moment. He requests a formal mandate to auction off the immovable property (land and plantation).
6. Second Public Auction (November 2, 1869):
Public Auctioneer F. Perrodin sells the land tracts and remaining livestock.
7. Final Court Filings (February to May 1870):
The signed receipts and accounting balance logs (process-verbals) for both auctions are filed back into the court records to officially close the active administration of the estate.

📦 Complete Inventory & Auction Results
The estate was split into movable property (livestock, tools, household goods) and immovable property (land and structures).
1. Immovable Property (Land & Real Estate)
All three real estate tracts were auctioned on November 2, 1869, and purchased directly by the surviving husband, Octave Richard:
· The Plantation: Consisting of the main homestead buildings and fencing, containing approximately 80 arpents (or acres). Bounded North by the Estate, South by land of "Rikoski", and East by Railroad land. Sold for $400.00.
· Prairie Land Tract: A tract of open prairie land containing roughly 40 to 50 arpents, bounded by Leandre C. Bourque and public land. Sold for $100.00.
· Woodland Tract: A tract of land partially covered in woods containing about 50 arpents, bounded by L. C. Bourque and "Rikoski". Sold for $200.00.
2. Movable Property (Livestock, Crops, & Material Goods)
Sold across auctions in March and November 1869, bringing a total of $813.25 for the initial lot plus minor additions. Key items sold included:
	Item / Lot Description
	Buyer / Details
	Final Sale Price

	14 Beeves (Cattle)
	Octave Richard
	$45.00

	5 Separate Cows & Calves
	Purchased individually by O. Richard & O. Breaux
	$75.00 total ($15 each)

	1 Cow & Calf
	Sold later at the November land auction
	$23.00

	2 Pairs of Work Horses
	Octave Richard
	$120.00 ($60 per pair)

	3 Individual Horses / Mares
	Octave Richard
	$24.00 ($10, $4, $10)

	3 Colts
	Octave Richard
	$19.00 ($10, $9)

	1 Ox Cart
	C. Comeau
	$20.50

	1 Farm Wagon
	Octave Richard
	$50.00

	Lots of Ploughs & Harrows
	Octave Richard
	$30.00 total

	1 Weaving Loom
	John Leger
	$5.25

	3 Sacks of Potatoes
	Octave Richard
	$2.50

	Household Furniture Lot
	Octave Richard (Includes 3 complete beds, 5 chairs, 1 armoire, 3 tables, 1 safe)
	$60.00

	Kitchen Utensils & 1 Pot
	Octave Richard
	$10.00

	Carpenter Tools Lot
	Octave Richard
	$2.50

	1 Iron Branding Brand (Marked "69")
	Octave Richard
	$5.00

	1 Small Cabin
	Octave Richard
	$5.00

	1 Double-Barrel Shotgun
	Octave Richard
	$25.00

	400 Panels of Cypress Fencing
	Octave Richard (Sold in 100-panel increments)
	$140.00 total ($35 per 100)

	1 Miscellaneous Lot of Wood
	Octave Richard
	$45.00

	80 Barrels of Corn
	Octave Richard (Priced at 75 cents per barrel)
	$60.00

	1 Lot of Hogs
	Octave Richard
	$10.00

	1 Spinning Wheel
	Octave Richard
	$5.00

	1 Clock
	Octave Richard
	$4.00

	1 Old Cabin (Vieille Cabane)
	Extra item added to inventory (occupied by Louis Thom)
	$2.50

	1 Large Kettle (Pintale)
	Extra item added to inventory
	$4.00


💰 Grand Financial Totals
· Total Value of Movable Estate Sold: $813.25 (plus $6.50 in late inventory adjustments).
· Total Value of Immovable Estate Sold: $723.00 (land tracts + 1 cow/calf).
· Combined Estate Liquidation Value: $1,542.75.




